
Delegate’s Report Back on the Questionnaire, 69th General Service Conference (GSC), 2019  

 

    Do I look different? I certainly feel different after attending the GSC. I had an incredibly spiritual week; thank you 

for all the responses I got from your groups. I’m blessed by you, and completely overwhelmed with gratitude.  

 

“Spiritual Handshake”: The General Service Conference (GSC) is not a legal entity. The bylaws of the General 

Service Board (GSB) are legal instruments; the GSB has legal authority. Advisory Actions from the conference are 

carried out by the spiritual handshake between the GSC and the GSB. Concept VII  

Advisory Action — Represents the informed group conscience of the Fellowship, as the result of the recommendation 

made by a Conference committee or a floor action, which has been approved by the Conference body as a whole. 

Committee Consideration — An item that was discussed by a Conference committee, but with no action taken or 

made by the Conference as a whole. 

1)Literature: Review proposed revision to A.A. World Services’ “Policy on Publication of Literature: Updating 

Pamphlets and Other A.A. Materials.” Committee Consideration: The committee supports the proposed policy and its 

intended impact to support more effectively carrying the A.A. message. In keeping with Concept Eight which states in 

part, “The Trustees of the General Service Board act in two primary capacities: (a) with respect to the larger matters of 

overall policy and finance, they are the principle planners and administrators...” the committee expressed support for 

G.S.O.’s publishing professionals and their efforts working on behalf of A.A. In keeping with Concept One which 

states in part, “The final responsibility and the ultimate authority for A.A. world services should always reside in the 

collective conscience of our whole Fellowship,” the committee recognized the importance and the sensitivity of 

maintaining the integrity of the Conference process for developing and updating literature to best reflect A.A.’s 

collective experience, strength and hope. The committee requested that the final version of the complete text of A.A. 

World Services’ “Policy on Publication of Literature: Updating Pamphlets and Other A.A. Materials” be included as 

background for future General Service Conference committees. Advisory Action (from a floor action) that the 

“A.A.W.S. Policy on Publication of Literature: Updating Pamphlets and Other A.A. Materials” be recommitted to the 

trustees’ Literature Committee with an updated proposed policy to be brought back to the 70th General Service 

Conference. 

2)Treatment and Accessibilities: Consider updating the pamphlet “A.A. for the Older Alcoholic – Never too Late.” 

Advisory Action: The pamphlet “A.A. for the Older Alcoholic – Never Too Late” be updated with a revised 

introduction; current and inclusive stories; reference to online A.A.; and an updated “How Do I Find A.A.?” section. 

The committee requested that a progress report or draft pamphlet be brought back to the 2020 Conference Committee 

on Treatment and Accessibilities.  

3)Treatment and Accessibilities: Discuss the concept of posting anonymity-protected interviews on aa.org with 

military professionals about their experience with A.A. Advisory Action: The trustees’ Committee on Cooperation 

with the Professional Community/ Treatment and Accessibilities develop anonymity-protected audio interviews with 

military professionals about their experience with A.A. as a resource for posting online.  

4)Treatment and Accessibilities: Consider adding a story from an A.A. member who is deaf to the pamphlet “Access 

to A.A.: Members Share on Overcoming Barriers.” Advisory Action: Ashley’s story (an A.A. member who is Deaf) be 

added to the pamphlet “Access to A.A.: Members Share on Overcoming Barriers” and that the video version of the 

pamphlet be updated to reflect this change. (Note from Jane: the video is in ASL) 

5)International Conventions/Regional Forums: Discuss ways to encourage interest in Regional Forums and attract 

first time attendees. Committee Consideration: The Committee suggested compiling notes from the first timer sharing 

for later distribution to inspire first timers;  consider developing a Regional Forum app; consider developing a micro-

site for distributing the Regional Forum flyers; increase awareness at the local level, including “intentional” outreach to 

different populations (we did this!); encourage local welcome committees to create “Save the Date” flyers (we did 

this!); consider inviting A.A.W.S./AA Grapevine directors to “non-service” A.A. events;  place information about 

Regional Forums in the AA Grapevine and La Viña. Your ideas were creative and inspired the committee. 



6)  Treatment and Accessibilities: Consider revising the pamphlet “Bridging the Gap” to include related corrections 

activities. Committee Consideration:  The committee requested that the trustees’ Committee on Cooperation with the 

Professional Community/Treatment and Accessibilities consult with the trustees’ Committee on Corrections to review 

all treatment and corrections committee literature from G.S.O. related to bridging the gap and temporary contact 

activities with the following in mind: How treatment and corrections material can be updated for currency and 

inclusion; How this material could be combined; What material might be discontinued; How the combined material 

might be broadened to encompass the full range of possibilities in which a temporary contact might be useful. The 

committee requested that a report be brought to the 2020 Conference Treatment and Accessibilities committee.  

 7)Literature: Consider requests to develop a Fifth Edition of the book, Alcoholics Anonymous. The Literature 

Conference Committee recommended that a draft Fifth Edition of Alcoholics Anonymous be developed and a progress 

report be brought to the 2020 Conference Literature Committee, keeping in mind the 1995 Advisory Action that: The 

first 164 pages of the Big Book, Alcoholics Anonymous, the Preface, the Forewords, “The Doctor’s Opinion,” “Dr. 

Bob’s Nightmare,” and the Appendices remain as is. This item did not receive the 2/3 vote necessary to become an 

Advisory Action on the Conference Floor. Committee Consideration: the committee reviewed the request for the 

development of a Fifth Edition of the book Alcoholics Anonymous which would include a section of stories comprised 

of individuals who got sober under the age of 25, and took no action noting that A.A. is inclusive, never exclusive. If a 

Fifth Edition of Alcoholics Anonymous is to be developed the committee suggested that stories be gathered from as 

broad a cross-section of the Fellowship as possible, including from those who got sober under 25. Advisory Action: 

from a floor action that “A draft Fourth Edition of the Spanish Big Book, Alcohólicos Anonimos, be developed and a 

progress report be brought to the 2020 General Service Conference” be committed to the trustees’ Literature 

Committee. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“I am responsible, when anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help, I want the hand of AA to be there, and for that I am 

responsible.”  

 

The Responsibility Statement is for each one of us AA members.  The deadline for Conference Agenda Items for the 

70th GSC is December 15, 2019.  If you wish to bring an agenda item forward for support from the Area, the item would 
need to be heard as new business preferably at the September SENY Assembly, but the November is also possible. 
November just doesn’t give the Area time to think about it more if we need to,  to discuss and develop an informed 
conscience. AA moves at the speed of trust.  It’s best to give the Area Chair 4 weeks advance notice so the agenda can be 
prepared, disseminated, and the GSRs especially, and other SENY voting members are informed of your proposed agenda 
item.  
                                                                                             
The theme for the 70th GSC is “2020: A Clear Vision for You”, with discussion topics of 1) Recovery - Who Is Missing in Our 

Rooms? 2) Unity - Practicing Our Principles 3) Service - Keeping A.A. Relevant.                                                                                

Often, Districts, Groups, and Counties choose to use these themes for breakfasts and other events.  
 
This report and the Power Point will be posted on aaseny.org on the From the Delegate page  http://www.aaseny.org/from-
the-delegate after presentation today (June 15, 2019). The final report from the 69th GSC will be available in hard copy at the 
September 14 Assembly in Orange County, and the anonymized e copy will be found on the From The Delegate Page once 
available. In the meantime, an interim report is posted. 
 
The Communication Audit is on the link listed above- it’s a great Summer read; I encourage every AA member to read it. 
  
In closing, I reach out to you from my heart. You are a wonderful, loving, encouraging bunch of alcoholics. I love you.        
Jane E. 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s remember we must always look at our efforts in light of two questions: does it help the drunk, and does it build 

unity? 
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